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Living With Coyotes 

Upcoming  

Promotions 

     Coyotes can be a common 
sight in Sun City and the sur-

rounding communities.  Over 
time, these coyotes have lost 

their natural fear of humans 
and attacks on pets have be-

come more frequent. Under-
standing coyote behavior and 

knowing what to do when a 
coyote is in the neighborhood 

can be key in keeping your 
pets safe.    

     Coyotes are often attracted 
to areas where abundant 

sources of food, water and 
shelter can be found.  This 

includes golf courses, parks, 
storm drains, sheds, swimming 
pools, bird or rodent feeders, 

unattended pet food and water 
bowls, fruit trees and garbage 

cans.  If one coyote finds the 
area appealing you can be 

certain that more coyotes will 
follow. The elimination of any  

 

potential food source is 
essential to keep the coyotes 

from becoming too comfor-
table around humans.  Also, 

encourage your neighbors to 
do the same.  If there is a 

regular coyote food source in 
one yard on your block, they 

will be active throughout the 
neighborhood.  Coyotes can 

easily get over a six foot 
fence, sometimes even higher. 

     If you see a coyote, make 
loud noises, shout and bang 

pots or pans, wave your 
hands or objects like sticks or 

brooms, throw small stones or 
cans, or spray them with the 
hose.  Don’t turn to run away 

because they may view it as 
an opportunity to chase.  

Move toward people, a 
building or an area of activity. 

     Small dogs and cats are in 
danger of a coyote attack.  

Keep your cat indoors 
permanently.  Small dogs 

should be supervised at all 
times when they are outside, 

making sure if they are off 
leash only in enclosed areas.  

There have been reports of 
coyotes taking small dogs 
directly off the leash. 

     For more information you 
can contact AZ Game and Fish 

at 602-942-3000 or online 
(azgfd.com). 

 October October October October    

 

Last month for our 
dental promotion! 

$50-100 off a Dental  

Procedure &  

Receive 10% off 
C.E.T. Dental  

Products with your  
procedure. 

    

 

“Coyote attacks on pets is becoming 

more frequent.” 
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H 
ypothyroidism is 

a disease of the 
thyroid gland.  

The thyroid gland 
is a butterfly shaped gland 

found in the neck.  It has 
many functions but its main 

role is to maintain metabolic 
rate. 

     Hypothyroidism is 
commonly seen in dogs but 

rarely in cats.  It occurs 
when the thyroid gland is 

under active and unable to 
produce the adequate 

thyroid hormone required to 

regulate metabolism.  Most 
cases are caused when the 

body’s immune system 
attacks the thyroid gland 

causing destruction, this is 
called autoimmune 

thyroiditis. 

     While any dog can 

develop hypothyroid disease 
it most commonly develops 

in dogs between the ages of 
4 and 10.  Some breeds 

appear to be genetically 
predisposed to developing 

the condition.  These 

include Golden Retrievers, 
Doberman Pinschers, 

Greyhounds, Irish Setters, 
Dachshunds, Cocker 

Spaniels, Airedale Terriers, 
and Miniature Schnauzer. 

     Symptoms are usually 
variable and non-specific 

and can be mistaken for 
other conditions.  It is 

usually when a dog devel-
ops multiple symptoms that 

the veterinarian will become 

Hypothyroid Disease in Dogs 
suspicious of hypothyroid 

disease. Symptoms include 
lethargic behavior, weight 

gain, dry skin, hair loss or 
other skin problems, cold 

intolerance/seeking out 
warm places to lie down, 

slow heart rate, chronic ear 
infections, severe behav-

ioral changes such as 
unprovoked aggression, 

head tilt, seizures, anxiety 
and/or compulsivity, 

depression, high blood 
cholesterol and anemia. 

     Diagnosis begins with an 

examination and taking of a 
history. Your veterinarian 

will be looking for clinical 
signs of hypothyroidism 

during a thorough physical 
examination of the dog, and 

will ask questions about 
your dog’s health and 

behavior.  If hypothyroidism 
is suspected, a blood test 

will be ordered.  There are 
several different tests used 

to diagnose hypothyroidism 
in the dog.  The test chosen 

will depend on the 

symptoms and the 
availability of different tests 

to you veterinarian. 
     Hypothyroidism in dogs 

is easily treated. Treatment 
consists of placing the dog 

on a daily dose of a 
synthetic thyroid hormone 

called thyroxine (levo-
thyroxine). 

     The dose and frequency 
of administration of this 

drug varies depending on  

the severity of the disease 

and the individual response 
of the animal to the drug. A 

dog is usually placed on a 
standard dose for his 

weight and then blood 
samples are drawn, 4 – 6 

hours post pill, periodically 
to check his response and 

then the dose is adjusted 
accordingly. Once therapy 

is started, the dog will need 
to be on treatment for the 

rest of his life. Usually after 
the treatment is started, 

the majority of the 

symptoms resolve. 

“The Golden Retriever is one 
of the breeds of dog that we 
commonly see hypothyroidism 
in.” 

Rabies Licensing 

Renewals and new rabies 

licensing can now be  

processed through our  

office. 

(Official license will still be 

mailed from Maricopa County). 
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Featured BreedFeatured BreedFeatured BreedFeatured Breed    

BEAGLEBEAGLEBEAGLEBEAGLE    

     The Beagle is full of 

energy and does great in a 
family environment.  They 

are widely used for hunting.  
These dogs can be on the 

stubborn side but are 
extremely loyal, highly 

intelligent and very sweet.  
The Beagle has an amazing 

sense of smell, which can 
make leash training a bit of 

a challenge.  However, with 
patience and determination, 

you can help your dog 
overcome this behavior.  The beagle falls into the 

Scent Hound and Hound group of dogs.  This 

particular breed is an excellent companion dog 
and great with children and other pets.  

     This breed tends to be very vocal and are 
known for their distinctive baying.  They are very 

social dogs and can have a tendency toward 
separation anxiety.  They love to eat anything 

and are more prone to obesity. 

     The Beagle is generally a healthy breed, but 

certain conditions occur with some frequency.  
The most notable of these would be seizure 

disorders, hypothyroidism, allergies, hip 
dysplasia, and intervertebral disc disease.  Other 

less common problems are congenital heart 
disease and polyarthritis. Always be sure to 

research breeders before purchasing a puppy. 

You can contact Beagles of Arizona Rescue Club 
(www.azbarc.com) or Arizona Beagle Rescue 

(www.azbeaglerescue.com) if you are interested 
in adopting a Beagle.  

 

Charity Bath & 

Nail Trims 
October 9th 

1pm-4pm 

 

We use your donations for our 
charity   account, which helps other 
people and their pets in need of 
services. This year half of the 
amount we raise will go to SCAT 
(Sun Cities Area Transit System). 
They are in need of donations to 
keep this service going. 

Now Offering:  

Haircuts and  

minor  

grooming in our  

Pet Lodge!  

 Please call to  

schedule your  

appointment.   

623-972-4995 

 
Buy 12 months of  

Heartgard and  

receive a $5.00 rebate! 

Buy six doses of 

Frontline and receive 

one dose free! 



10026 Santa Fe Drive,  
Sun City, AZ 85351 

 

623-974-3691 

suncity@nvanet.com 

www.suncityanimalhospital.com 

Pet Costume ContestPet Costume ContestPet Costume ContestPet Costume Contest    
 

Join usJoin usJoin usJoin us    

 For our parade of pets on Friday October 29th at 12:00p.m. For our parade of pets on Friday October 29th at 12:00p.m. For our parade of pets on Friday October 29th at 12:00p.m. For our parade of pets on Friday October 29th at 12:00p.m.    
    

One grand prize for the best costumed petOne grand prize for the best costumed petOne grand prize for the best costumed petOne grand prize for the best costumed pet!!!!    

 

Food and drinks will be available.Food and drinks will be available.Food and drinks will be available.Food and drinks will be available.    

    

Vote on our staff JackVote on our staff JackVote on our staff JackVote on our staff Jack----OOOO----Lantern contest!Lantern contest!Lantern contest!Lantern contest!    


